
 

Chipstead Sailing Club 

Return to Racing 2021 
Effective 3 April 2021 

 

Helm/Crew Procedures 

 
General Principles 

 

1. The OOD has discretion on the day over how to run racing and how to organise his or 

her team.  The objective should be run racing safely for the benefit of all 

participants. Wind restrictions in force in 2020 have been lifted, but the OOD may 

decide to postpone or cancel racing where he or she believes that conditions are 

likely to lead to frequent capsizes and an increased likelihood of breaching social 

distancing guidelines when rescuing sailors in the water. This is particularly relevant 

earlier in the season when some participants may not have received two doses of 

the Covid-19 vaccination.     

 A patrol boat may help a sailor in the water return to his boat provided they do 

not gain advantage in a race. 

 

2. There is presently a requirement to maintain social distancing within HM 

Government Guidelines wherever possible, and also to avoid or limit frequently 

touching surfaces that others will also touch. To help meet these requirements: 

 A one-way system will be in place. Sanitiser is available.  

 Classes should divide into groups of no more than six outside the same 

household for the purposes of launching and social interaction. 

 The class with the earlier start time should launch before the next class moves to 

the foreshore to avoid overcrowding.  

 

3. Adherence to these new procedures will take a little longer than when previously 

racing. Those sailing are advised to arrive in good time. Duty teams may be restricted 

in numbers with only one patrol boat operating. Your patience with the duty team 

will be appreciated as always. 

 

4. THE HMG Covid -19 Response Spring 2021 sets out the intention of H M Government 

that social distancing measures shall not be lifted before 21 June 2021. These Return 

to Racing 2021 Procedures are intended to apply whilst social distancing measures 

remain in place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Procedures for Return to Racing 

 

Race Course 

 

 

5. The race course should be set by the OOD on the Race Board no less than 45 minutes 

before the first start. The course should be confirmed by Tannoy system 15 minutes 

before the first start. The intention is that the course will remain unchanged. Helms 

should note the course on arrival before proceeding to register with an AOD.  

 

6. An AOD should be positioned with pen and paper on the terrace next to the 

raceboard to collect the name, sail number and whether double handed or single 

handed from all helms participants and the AOD will then enter all details on the 

race computer. (The intention here is to limit queuing and also to limit multiple 

contact with the computer). After giving all details to the AOD, helms and crews 

should proceed promptly to the boatpark by the designated route.  

 

7. All boats should launch in good time and should aim to be on the water before their 

five minute preparatory time signal to assist with social distancing on the foreshore. 

Boats should be rigged in the boatpark and not on the foreshore.  Launching trolleys 

should be promptly moved a good distance away from the foreshore. 

 

8. Boats should return to the shore only when there is room for no more than six boats 

together on the foreshore. When landing boats should be recovered to the boat park 

promptly. Sunday morning back to back races should ideally be run such that boats 

remain on the water.  

 

9. Results will not be displayed in the clubhouse but will be available subsequently on 

the website. It may be possible for the duty team to give a print out of results to 

Class Captains. 

 

10. When only one patrol boat is available the race course will be limited to the western 

end of the lake. 

 

Capsize 

 

11. In addition to all usual equipment, the patrol boat should be equipped with a ladder, 

visors and masks. In the event of an emergency capsize where a sailor needs to be 

recovered to the patrol boat, the PBH and PBC should don visors and the recovered 

sailor should be given a mask immediately after recovery.  

 

12. In an emergency the OOD should be contacted by radio such that the sailor can be 

kept warm (emergency blankets, showers, hot drinks) when back on the shore.  

 

 

 

 



Clubhouse 

 

13. Details of the availability of the Clubhouse and Surrounds are set out in the 

Clubhouse and Surrounds Coronavirus Protocol 2021. Details include:  

 

 Toilets will be available, but the clubhouse, changing rooms, showers, bar 

and kitchen remain closed for the time being.  

 The water dispenser will not be available, and those sailing are advised to 

bring their own water bottles as well as any hot drinks that they require to 

the Club.  

 

Richard Sammons  

Sailing Secretary 

8 March 2021 

 


